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xAX% fome Remarks on the Battle of the. angels, 

Hi | Sasee as tis deferib’d by Ailton in the 6th Book of 
oy; > his ParadifeLoft, and 1 thought I could not 

MSs: cess find a more proper Occafion of publifhing 

PIAL KG that Letter, than juft after the Feaft of 
, Michael, on the 29th of the laft Month, which was fet 

att by’ the Church to.:célebrate the 'Vidtory which that’ 
ach-Angel got over’ Lucifer, and his rebellious Crew. I» 
piké?tto Doubt, but' it’ will appear, that Adiron, by the 
Account which he has given of that Vi€tory, has gained a - 
ety glorious one himfelt, and has carried away the Praife 

Sublimity from al] Poets, both Antient and Modern. * 
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7. , bogies Mee: 
F all the Commentators on the Paradife Loft, Mr. Ad- 
_difon-was cexstainly the moft ingenious, if he was not 
the moft Jearned ; but he has not given Milton his full Due, 
ther through want of Difcernment, or want of Impartia-- 
ity. In the 17th’Page.of the fall Edition of his Notes up- 
w the Paradife Loft, he has thefe Words of the Author: 
“Milton’s' thief Talent, and, indeed, bis diftinguifhing Excel- 
knce, Jies in the,Sublimity of bis Thoughts. There are others of 
th Moderns who-rival bit in-evety other Part of Poetry 5 but in 
the Greatnefs of bis Sentiments be triumphs over all the Poets, 
bith Moderns and Axtients, Homer only excepted. ; 
Butas when a Man departs from Truth, which is the on- 
ly Botid Of Union and’Agreement, both of our Sentiments. 
with thofé of others, and of our Sentiments with themfelves,; 
he is ready immediately to differ from, and to grow incon- 
fitectwith himfelf ; Mr. 4ddifin, who exprefly here either. 
equals or prefers Homer,>for the Greatnefs-of his Sentiments, 
before’ Milton, contradicts himfelf at leaft, vo lefs than twice. 
inthe Courfe of his Obfervations: For, fays he, in the 7th 
Page of the forefaid Edition, There is an indifputable and xn- 
queftioned Magnificence'in every. Part of Paradife Loft, and, in- 
deed, 2 much greater. than could have been formed upon any Pa- 
ere. Now iif there is a greater Magnifi-ence in every 
of Milton’s Poem, there is by Coufequence a greater 
Sublimity, than there is in the I/iads, which was formed up- 
on a Pagan Syftem. ~. Bs : 

Again in'the g2d Page of the forefiid Edition, Mr. Addi- 
fn, {peaking of the Excellence of Milron’s Performance in the 
Sixth Bodk-of his Poem, delivers himfelf thus: 

Miltot’s Genius, whicb was fo great in izfelf, and fo flrength- 
end by all the Help: of Learning, appers in this Book every way 
tqualto bis Subje, which is the moft fablime that could enter in- 
tthe Thoughrs of a Poet : 

Now, Sir, if Milton's Subj.& is the moft {ublime that could 
enter into the Thoughts of a Poet, and his Genius is every 
way equal to his Subject, it follows, That Milton'is more ex- 
ited than any Poet who has n<t a Subject fo elevated, and, 
confequently, than Homer, or any other Poet aptient or 
modern, 

But, as inithe 91 ft Page of the forefaid Comment, Mr. Ad- 

om takes a great deal of Pains co fhew the Greatnels of one 
particular Paffage of Homer, and todefcribe it, after Longiaxs, 
in all thofe ¢hofen Circumftance:, which may make it ap- 
Pear to be noble acd exalted, which !ains he has not taken 
with any other Paflage, we may reafonably conclude, that 
he believed this to be the moft lofty of any that are in the 
Works of.Afomer, as.indecd it really is: Now, as there is a 
Paffage in the 6th Book of Puradife: Loft, which was pro- 
duced upon a parallel Occafion. Jet us fee if we cannot find 

comparing them, for the Honour of our Country, that 

the Paflage of our Briton, is as mach fuperior to that of the 

m Grecian, as the Angels of the one are.more potent than the 

other’s Gods, or as the Empyrean Heaven is more exalted 
than Offs, Pelion, or Olympus. 


{ Price Two-Pence.] 


Bo Have lately received a Letter containing 


“In order to this, Sir, give me leave to lay before you the 
Words which Mr. Addifon makes Ufe of to fet forth the ma- 
fterly Strokes of Homer. After he has told us, That there is 
no Queftion, but that Ailton had heated his Imagination 
with the Fight.of the Gods in Homer, before he entered upon 
the Engagement of the Angels (of which, by the Way, I.do 


Not believe one Syllable: I would fooner believe the greateft 


Abfurditigs of the Alcoran) he is pleafed to add what: st 
Homer’ there ‘gives us a Scene of Men, Heroes, and Gods, 
mixed together in Battle. Mars animates the comtending Armies, 
and li gp? bis Voice in fuch a Manner, that it is beard diftindlly 
4 the Shouts and Confufion of the Fight. Jupiter at thé 
fathe Time thunders cver their Heads, while tune rsifes fuch 
a Temipeft, that the whole'Field of Battle, and ail the Tops of the 
Mountains, fhakée abouts them. The Poet tells ts, That Ploto 
bimfelf, whofe Habitation was in the very Center My an wl 
was fo affrighted at the Shock, that he lesp’d from bis Throne. 
Homer afterwards deferibes Vulcan, as pouring’ down a Starm of 
Fire upon she River Xanthus ; and Minerva, as throwing aRock 
at Mars, who, he tells ws, covered Seven Acres inhis Fall... - . 
With thefe imaginary ze plus ultra’s had Mr. Addifon fo 
filled his Capacity, that when Ten ‘thoufand greater Bean- 
ties are before his Eyes, he ftops fhort ofithem, and never 
in ah difcerns them, as you will fee immediately ; for 
thus he goes on? 2 Fas BY Bessy 5. 2 r 4 
‘As Homer bas introduced into his Battle of the Gods 


if 


Thing that is great and terrible in. Nature, Milton bas filled bis 


Fight of good and bad Angels, with all the like Circumftances of 


Horror, The Shout of Armies, the Rattling of brazen Chariots, 


the Hurling of Rochs and Mountains, the Earthquake, the Fire, 
the Thunder, ‘are all of them imployed'to lift:up the. Reader’s' Ima- 
gination, and give him a fuitable Idea of fo great an AéFion. 
With what Art doth the Poet reprefent the whole Body of the Earth 
trembling, even before it was created? \ 

* Thus, with this very pretty trifling Remark, does Mr. Ad- 
difon ftop fhort, within the very Touch of one of the vafteft, 
and the fublimeft’ Beauties, that ever was infpired by the 
God of Verfe, or by Milton’s Godlike Genius ; when the very 
next Lines, the very next Words, ftrike and aftonifh us with 
fuch wouderful Ideas, as are able to lift up theReader’s Ima- 
gination to a Thoufand Times a greater Heighth, than either 
the Shout of Armies, the Rattling of brazen Chariots, the 
Hurling of Rocks and Mountains, the Earthquake, the Fire, 
orthe Thunder. But that thefe Beauties may be {een in all 
their Luftre, and in all their Glory, give me leave to fet the 
whole Paflage before you. ) 


Th’ Arch-Angel’'s Trumpet through the Vaft of Heav'n 
Refounded, and the faithful Armies rung 
Hofanna to the Higheft : nor flood at gaze 

The adverfe Legions, nor lef[s bideows join’d 

The borrid Shock ; now florming Fury rofe, 

And Clamour, fuch as beard in Heav'n till now 
Was never 5 Arms on Armour clafhing, bray’d 
Horrible Difcord, and the madding Wheels 

Of brazen Chariots rag’d ; Dire was tke Noife 
Of Conflid : Over-head the difmal Hils 

Of fiery Darts, in flaming Vollies, flew, 

And, flying, vaulted either Hoft with Fire. 

So, under fiery Cope, togerber rufh'd : 
Both Battles main, with ruinows Affiult, 

And inextinguifhable Rage: AL Heavn 
Refounded; and had Earth been shen, all Earth 
Had to her Center {hook : What Wonder ! when 
Midions of fierce encountring Angels fought 

On either Side, the leaft of whom could wield 
Theje Bjements, and arm bim with the Forte 

Of all their Regions ? 


But 
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But now, Sir, if Millions of fierce encountring Angels 
fought on either Side, and the very leaft, the very weakeft 
of {> many Millions, had Power to rend this Globe of 
Earth and Ocean from its Axle, and whirl it, with its 
dependent A*mofphere, through the Aithereal Regions, 
what maft be the unotterable, the inconceivable Effeét 
of f many Millions furioufly contending againft cach 
other, and each of them cxerting all his Might for 


Victory ? When, 
j Each on bimfelf relied, 
As only om His Arm the Moment lay 
Of Vidtpry 2? 


.Thefe are amazing, thefe are aftonifhing Ideas, worthy 
of the great Original Fight, the Battle of the Empyrean. 

But, now, Sir, if the » if the weakeft of fo many 
Millions, as fought on either Side, had to remove 
this Globe of Earth, with its dependent Elements, what 
could not the greateft of them? what could not Lucifer? 
what could not the Prince of the Arch-Angels, Michael's 
nex>to Almighty Arm, do ? The following Lines, and 
ow own AReti¢&ions on them, may a iittle help to in- 
fonm us. 

one Lang time in even Scale 

‘The Bastle bung, sill Satan, mbo, that Day, 

hyp a Paw'r had pave, fae 6 met in om 

No remging through ine Attas' 

Of fatsing Seraphim confus'd,- at lengeh 

: where the Sword of Michacl fwote, and fell'd 

 Squadiam at once. 


But, now, Sir, of whom were thefe Squadrons ? Why, 


7 sdeons ofe she leaft of whom could wield 
pn pte 0 arm bin with the Force 


Of all eheir Regions, 


What muft the Power of that ArcheAngel be, who, 
pear be aes ye his Sword, could fell whole Squadrons 
'#) ? . . 


The leaft of whom conld wield thefe Elements, 
tnd ara Bion with the Borse of all their Regions 2 


But let us proceed to the Combat of the Two Arch- 
angele, and we fhall fee fomething more, in a Paflage 
is wonderfully fublime, and worthy the Mouth of 

Angel who relates it. 


Zhey ended Parle, and both addreft for Fight 
-Uafpeakible ; for wha, though wish the Tongue 

Of Argel, cam rebate, ov to what Things. 

( Liken o1 Earth confpicuows, that may lift 
Human Imaginaticn to fuch Height 

Of Gédltke Power? Ber like Gods they feen'd,. 
Stood they, or mov'd; im Stature, Motion, Arms 
Fit to decide the Empire of great Heav'n. 

Now waw'd their fiery Swords, and in the Air 
Made horrid Circics 5 Two broad Suas their Shields 

- Mlaz'd oppafite, while Exped ation flood 

iu Horror , from cach Hand, wish Speed, rerir’d, 

Where ergt was thickefi Fi,br, th’ Angelic Throng, 
And left lange Field, unfafe wishin the Wind 
Of fuck Commorion. 





Now who were thefe that retir’d with fo muci Speed, 


and could noc bear the very Wind of the Weapons of 


the Two Areh-Angels, and were threataed with Deftru- 
étion by ticir very Motion? Why, this Angelick Throng 
were che fame whom che Angel mentioned above ; 


The leat of whom could wield th:fe Elements, 
Aid arm tam with. twe Force of al their Regions, 


So that we find, computing by joft Proportion, that 
Michiel the Prince of the Arch-Angels, or Lucifer before 
his Fall, had Might enough to ccnfound and deffroy in 
a Moment the whole Domimion of the Sun, to cruth 
all the Planetary World depending on him, and whirling 

through the immenfe Regions of the Sky, to ftac- 
tet and difperfe them in empty infinite Space. Thefe, 
Sir, are vaft, thefe are prodigious Conceptions ; and 
the Poct was fo fenfibie that his Genins, though mighty 
as ever was that of a Mortal, and fecming to be in- 
fpir’d by that very Angel whom he ‘ncroduces relating 
this ; he was fo ienfible that his Genius funk under 
his vaft Conceptions, that when he compares the Two 
contending ne Angels to Tuo Playetary Worftis broke 
loo’, and crufhing and confounding cach ‘other, and ites 


this Image . ng in ere Oe yet fo little antwer.} 
ing to his vafter Idea nds himfelf oblig’d ¢ 
him(elf as follows. ee 


From each Hand with Speed retir'd 
Where erfi wos thicket Fight, th’ Angelick Throng, 
And left large Field, rmfafe within the Wind 
fuch Commotion : Such as, to fet forth 
eat Things by fmal, if Nature's Concord broke, 
And War among the Conftellations {prurg, 
Two Planeis, rufbing with Afpee malign 
Of fierceft Oppofition, in Mid-Sky 
Should combat, and their jarring Spheres confound, 


The Conflict of Two Worlds crufhing and confoundjy 
each other, appear’d but trivial and light to him, 1° 
exprefs his Idea of the Combat of the Two Arch- Angel; . 
and therefore he fays, that he’s obligtd t0 fet forth Gre 
Things by Small. ' 

What immediately follows, accounts for all this, ona 
is tran{cendently Sublime. 


Together borb, with next-tc-Almighty Arm, 

Uplifted, imminent, one Stroke they aim’d, 

That might determine, and mot need repeat, 
_ 4s not of Power at once. 


That Expreffion, With next-to-Almighty Arm, include; 
more than the- Thoughts of the greateft Reader can ever 
comprehend ; which recalls to my Remembrance, that 
noble, that wonderful Image, which .the Poet gives of 
Satan, in the Second Book of this exalted Poem, = 


The Stygian Council thus diffolu'd, and forth _. 

In order came the grand infernal Peers, : 
Midh came their mighty Paramount, and feem’d 
Alone tb’ Antagonift of Heav'n. a re 


I defy any one to name any Thing fo {ibfime ig 
Homer, as the latter End of this Paffage above. | 


me | 1 am, SIR, 
| Tons, So 


POSTSCRIPT... 

‘ s 7 R, ' , 
Have been fo long converfant with you, and have fo 
joft a Knowledge of you, that § make no Doubt but 
t you are charm’d with thefe fovereign aud immortad 
Beauties of A/ilron. But if any one, into. whole Hands 
this Letter may happen-to fall, fhould think, chat tiele 
vaft Conceptions of fo great a Genius, are rather extra: 
vagant and temerarious, than noble and fablime ; | defire, 
that he would confider the Gradation of animal Beings 
which we find here below ; what ‘a prodigious, what an 
indefinite Diftance is there, between a Mite and’ a: Man? 
Yet, Man, who is a Creature, fo frail, fo impotent, fo 
i of himfelf,. compar’d to a Mite, is a God, for 
Greatnefs, for Wifdom, for Power. Now can there be 
fuch a monftrous Chafm in Creation, as that there fhould 
be no Degrees of chowghtful Beings, between fach an 
impotent, ignorant, wretched Creature as Man, and a 
eternal, independent, infinite, omnipotent Being ? No, 
certainly, there are Degrees of thinking Creatures be- 
tween us and Infinity, which as much excel our Species 
in Wifdom, in Goodaefs, in Beauty, in Power, as a Man 
furpaffes a Mite. And ‘tis reafonable to believe, that 
eveo among thofe glorious and powerful Beings, there 
are unutterable Degrees of Wifdom and Greatnefs, and 
Beauty, and Glory, and Power. As God, by his Vic- 
gerents governs this fublunary World, fo tis highly rea 
fonable to believe, that by other Vicegerents, he rules 
other Parts of the Univerfe ; Vicegerents which are 4% 
far tranfcendent to thefe Earthly ones, as thefe furpals 
the Worm. In fhort, if there is fuch a Thing as 
infinite Being, of which, nothing but Stupidity oa 
doubt, there muft be fomething next to Infinicy; and 
there muft be fomething next to That: Let any one but 
confider what fort of Beings thofe muft be; Lec any 
one but follow; that Gradation, and chac will juftify 


Miltor, 
I am, STR, 





ye ours, Sc. 


Iam extremely forry a Second Letter from my fair Corre[pr 
dent EUPHELIA, bas prevented what J defigned to fa) 
with refpe® to ber Firft: Bur my next Paper fhall .o# 
imployed wpon the Subjed of LucinDa’s Letter, which J 
promijed to confider at the fame Time. 


—_— 





~ Printed for J. Roserts, in Warwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken 10, 


And where Complete Setts may be bad. 








